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choices and access to the best possible health
care, so we have added new preventive care
measures and prescription drug benefits as
part of our effort to modernize Medicare and
make medication more affordable. In this
way and many others, our country honors our
elders’ legacy and recognizes their countless
contributions to our Nation.

America’s seniors provide an example for
younger generations, and during Older
Americans Month, we reflect on their efforts
toward building a stronger and brighter fu-
ture for all. Our country remains forever in
their debt, as they have provided a guiding
light for the rest of the Nation to follow.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 2008 as
Older Americans Month. I commend older
Americans for the many contributions they
have made and continue to make to our Na-
tion. I also commend the Federal, State,
local, and tribal organizations, service and
health care providers, caregivers, and volun-
teers who dedicate their time and talents to
our seniors. I encourage all citizens to honor
their elders, care for those in need, and reaf-
firm our country’s commitment to older
Americans this month and throughout the
year.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of April, in
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:11 a.m., April 24, 2008]

NoOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 23, and it was
published in the Federal Register on April 25.
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Proclamation 8244—National
Volunteer Week, 2008

April 22, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Through countless acts of kindness, volun-
teers across America are changing our Nation
for the better. During National Volunteer
Week, we recognize those who take the time
to help their fellow citizens realize the full
potential of America.

Through volunteer work, Americans can
demonstrate the kindness and generosity that
make our Nation great. Mentoring a child,
teaching someone to read, visiting the elder-
ly, feeding the hungry, and finding shelter
for the homeless are all examples of how
Americans can and do aid those in need.
Americans are Volunteering in record num-
bers. Each year, millions of Americans volun-
teer, and more of our fellow citizens are dis-
covering that the pursuit of happiness leads
to the path of service. The cumulative effort
of the love and compassion from our Nation’s
volunteers will help secure a more hopeful
future for all our citizens.

My Administration remains committed to
building a culture of service, citizenship, and
responsibility. The USA Freedom Corps
strengthens civic engagement and volunteer
service in America and helps people connect
with volunteer opportunities. By visiting the
USA Freedom Corps website at volun-
teer.gov, individuals can find information
about ways they can help in their local areas
and across the country.

The strength of America comes from its
compassionate and loving citizens. National
Volunteer Week is an opportunity to show
appreciation for our Nation’s volunteers. The
time and energy they dedicate to helping
those in need reflect the true spirit of Amer-
ica.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 27 through
May 3, 2008, as National Volunteer Week.
I call upon all Americans to recognize and
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celebrate the important work that volunteers
do every day throughout our country. I also
encourage citizens to explore ways to help
their neighbors in need and serve a cause
greater than self.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of April, in
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:11 a.m., April 24, 2008]

NoOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 23, and it was
published in the Federal Register on April 25.

Proclamation 8245—Loyalty Day,
2008

April 22, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Americans believe that every man, woman,
and child has unalienable rights, dignity, and
matchless value. Advancing these ideals was
the honorable vision of our Founders and the
mission that helped shape this great country.
On Loyalty Day, we celebrate the legacy of
freedom and the shared ideals that bind us
together.

Our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines,
and Coast Guardsmen demonstrate their
love of country by stepping forward when
America needs them most. By putting our
country’s security before their own, the men
and women of the Armed Forces have
strengthened our Nation and brought hope
to millions around the world. All Americans
are grateful to the members of the military
and their families for their service, sacrifice,
and dedication, and we are proud of their
accomplishments.

Through their good works, our Nation’s
volunteers bear witness to their steadfast love
for America, as exemplified in their commit-
ment to service and good citizenship. Loyalty
to this country brings with it a commitment
to aid our family, friends, and fellow citizens
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all across this broad and welcoming land.
These volunteers demonstrate their gratitude
for the blessings of freedom by helping build
a more hopeful future for our children and
grandchildren. All Americans can put their
loyalty into practice by learning more about
the history of our country, flying the Amer-
ican flag, and contributing to our commu-
nities.

Two hundred and thirty-two years after
the founding of our country, we remain com-
mitted to advancing freedom and renewing
the values that sustain our liberty. Through
the spirit and determination of our people,
our Nation will prosper and our liberty will
be secure.

The Congress, by Public Law 85-529, as
amended, has designated May 1 of each year
as “Loyalty Day.” This Loyalty Day, and
throughout the year, I ask all Americans to
join me in reaffirming our allegiance to our
Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 1, 2008, as Loyalty
Day. I call upon all people of the United
States to join in support of this national ob-
servance and to display the flag of the United
States on Loyalty Day as a symbol of pride
in our Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of April, in
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:11 a.m., April 24, 2008]

NoOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 23, and it was
published in the Federal Register on April 25.

Remarks on Presenting the
Congressional Gold Medal to
Michael E. DeBakey

April 23, 2008

Madam Speaker, Mr. Leader, Members of
Congress, fellow Texans, distinguished
guests, Dr. and Mrs. DeBakey: I'm honored
to join you on this day of celebration.



